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A-STAR

ACMI 
Aircraft, complete crew, 
maintenance, and insur-
ance

ADC  
Air data computer 
(avionics)

ADF 
Automatic direction 
finder (avionics)

ADS-B 
Automatic dependent 
surveillance-broadcast

ADS-B IN

ADS-B OUT

AFT LAV

AILERON

Airbus Helicopters Inc. H125. A cost-effective helicopter accommodating 5 to 
6 passengers in all forward-facing seats. Popular due to high performance, 
enhanced maneuverability and low pilot workload. 

A type of aircraft leasing agreement under which one operator provides all 
elements of operation to another, and invoices for the hours of operation.

An essential avionics component used in modern aircraft to calculate, from 
within the aircraft, its calibrated airspeed, Mach number, altitude and 
altitude trend data.

A radio-navigation instrument that uses a ground-based transmitter to 
display to the pilot relative compass bearing from the transmitter site 
(often at an aerodrome). ADF returns can be used by Air Traffic Control to 
identify aircraft whose precise location is unknown.

An automatic satellite-based surveillance technology that, through GPS 
technology, transmits information about the position of the aircraft, and 
receives information about the others. This information can be used by Air 
Traffic Control services in lieu of SSR (Secondary Surveillance Radar).

Cockpit advisory service that provides pilots with automatic Flight Informa-
tion and Traffic Information. This information includes the position and 
airspeed of other aircraft, weather and other pertinent information.

The automatic transmission of information relevant to the aircraft position, 
airspeed and direction of travel.

An aircraft's restroom when located near the tail of the aircraft. Lav is used 
as an abbreviation for 'lavatory'.

French for 'little wing'. A movable surface, usually near the trailing edge of a 
wing, that controls the roll of the airframe or affects maneuvers.
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A small commercial aircraft used for short flights between localities typically not 
served by scheduled airlines.

An individual or organization which buys and sells aircraft as a third-person 
facilitator between the buyer and seller, typically on a commission basis.

Official FAA form used for registration applications for aircraft. This form is used to 
determine that an aircraft is registered in accordance with the provisions of the FAA.

A program of aircraft upkeep that facilitates the scheduling and budgeting of 
airframe maintenance, ensuring the upkeep and airworthiness of the aircraft. 
This cost can be calculated on a usage basis through an hourly fee, mitigating 
out-of-pocket expenses when major airframe maintenance events are due.

A unique three-letter code assigned to aerodromes around the world by the Interna-
tional Air Transport Association (IATA).

The aviation authority document which certifies that an aircraft is in a fit state of 
repair, or airworthy, and provides authorization for it to be flown.

A notification to owners and operators of certified aircraft that there is a known 
safety deficiency with a model of aircraft, its engine, avionics system, or other system. 
This notification mandates that the deficiency must be corrected.

The height of an aircraft relative to either the sea or the ground. In the case of the sea, 
the aircraft's altitude is referred to in 'feet AMSL' (feet above mean sea level). 
In the case of the ground, this is reported in 'feet AGL' (feet above ground level). 

A yearly inspection of the aircraft that must be completed and properly endorsed by 
a mechanic with an inspection authorization.

AIR TAXI

AIRCRAFT BROKER

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION 
APPLICATION FAA FORM 8050-1

AIRFRAME MAINTENANCE 
PROGRAM 

AIRPORT IDENTIFIER 
(IATA airport code, IATA location 
identifier, IATA station code, 
location identifier)

AIRWORTHINESS CERTIFICATE 
(see certificate of airworthiness)

AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE

ALTITUDE

ANNUAL INSPECTION
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AIR AMBULANCE

A specially outfitted 
helicopter used to 
transport injured or sick 
persons in a medical 
emergency, or over 
distances or terrain 
impractical for 
conventional ground 
ambulances. These 
aircraft are equipped with 
medical equipment vital 
to monitoring and 
treating injured or ill 
patients.
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The formal authority given to an aircraft operator for its use for commercial 
purposes. This approval is granted by a national aviation authority.

The final stage in an aircraft's flight. During the approach, the aircraft is 
vectored towards the aerodrome, lined up with the runway and descended 
to land.

A small jet engine housed in the tail of an aircraft, used to provide a source of 
electricity to power the aircraft on the ground when the engines are disen-
gaged, and as a source of air for engine start-up.

ARGUS International, Inc. is an aviation services company that has employed 
a safety rating system to produce a grade for an aircraft operator. The system 
looks at the operator's historical safety ratings, current aircraft, pilot back-
ground checks, and on-site safety audits. Registered charter services must go 
through the ARGUS Charter Evaluation and Qualification (CHEQ).

A medium-range jet seating up to 8 or 9 passengers (type-dependent), 
developed by IAI, later bought by Gulfstream.

A service provided by ground-based controllers who direct aircraft on the 
ground and through controlled and non-controlled airspace. This service is 
provided through use of radar technology and visual control rooms for 
aircraft performing circuits or on approach to, or departure from, an 
aerodrome.

A French-Italian aircraft manufacturer with its HQ at Toulouse Blagnac 
International Airport in France.

The orientation of an aircraft relative to the horizon of the Earth.

The two-axis automatic control system installed in most general aviation 
aircraft that controls the pitch and roll of the aircraft. The autopilot can 
operate independently, controlling heading and altitude, or it can be coupled 
to a navigation system to fly a programmed course or approach with a set 
glideslope angle.

A type of aviation fuel used in spark-ignited internal-combustion engines for 
aircraft propulsion.

Insurance coverage catering specifically to the operation of aircraft and the 
risks involved in aviation. This includes public liability insurance, passenger 
liability insurance, ground risk insurance and in-flight insurance, among 
others.

The suite of electronic systems installed on an aircraft for communications, 
navigation, meteorology, displays and controls.

A web-based system used for aircraft maintenance management and flight 
planning and tracking.

AOC
Air operator certificate

APPROACH

APU
Auxiliary power unit

ARGUS

ASTRA

ATC 
Air Traffic Control

ATR
Aerei da Trasporto Regionale 
(Regional Air Transport in English)

ATTITUDE

AUTOPILOT 

AVGAS

AVIATION INSURANCE 

AVIONICS

AVTRAK 
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An integrated avionics computer software upgrade launched between 
Bombardier and Honeywell in 2006. 

An American manufacturer of general aviation and military aircraft, ranging 
from light single-engine aircraft to twin-engine turboprop transporters and 
military trainers.

The name designated by Beechcraft for their first jet model, the Beechjet 
400, which was eventually renamed the Hawker 400.

Also known as a flight recorder. An electronic recording device carried in 
aircraft that facilitates the investigation of aviation accidents and incidents by 
preserving the recent history of flights. This is done by recording dozens of 
parameters several times per second.

FAA-certified engine upgrades provided by a company called Blackhawk 
Modifications for select King Airs, Cessnas and piston aircraft.

A resource that identifies and values aircraft, according to specific criteria, 
including their model year, avionics package and airworthiness. This term 
may also be used in reference to the “bluebook scale” which ranks aircraft 
from 1 to 10 based on their interior and exterior.

A Canadian multinational aerospace and transportation company that 
manufactures regional airliners, business jets, mass transportation equip-
ment and recreational equipment, and provides financial services.

A structure that covers gaps and spaces between parts of an aircraft. Typical-
ly found on the tail of an aircraft, its primary functions are to produce a 
smooth outline, reduce drag and improve appearance.

BATCH 3

BEECHCRAFT

BEECHJET 

BLACK BOX 

BLACKHAWK MODS

BLUEBOOK

BOMBARDIER 
(pronounced bom-BAR-dee-yay)

BULLET FAIRING

BEECHJET
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Provides controls for the distribution of data and audio-visual services within 
the cabin, along with the management of lighting and environmental 
controls. These can include temperature management, television channel 
selection, web browsing or lowering of window blinds.

Neither indicated airspeed nor true airspeed. CAS takes the aircraft’s indicat-
ed airspeed and corrects it to account for the typical margin of error that is 
found between what is indicated and what is true. This accounts for factors 
such as humidity, wind speed and altitude.

An aviation service provider concerned with forecasting aircraft mainte-
nance, as required by aircraft manufacturers. CAMP provides clients with 
forecasts of upcoming requirements and base their forecasting around client 
flight schedules.

A large door featured on a cargo aircraft for loading and unloading cargo.

A meteorological measurement calculated according to the height of the 
base of clouds; specifically, the lowest level of cloud that covers more than 
half the sky.

An aircraft-specific document issued by the national aviation authority in the 
country of registration. This document attests that the aircraft is airworthy.

Maintenance tracking services provided by CAMP Systems for operators of 
Cessna aircraft, ranging from single-engine piston aircraft to commercial 
airliners.

An American manufacturing corporation for general aviation aircraft. A 
subsidy of Textron aviation, Cessna is headquartered in Wichita, Kansas, and 
specializes in business jets and piston aircraft.

The business of individually or collectively renting an entire aircraft, as 
opposed to individual aircraft seats.

An organization or individual that coordinates charter flights for its clients via 
charter operators.

CABIN MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

CAS
Calibrated airspeed

CAMP 
Corporate Aircraft 
Maintenance Planning

CARGO DOOR

CEILING 

CERTIFICATE OF AIRWORTHINESS

CESCOM

CESSNA

CHARTER

CHARTER BROKER 
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C An aircraft operator that carries a certificate issued by their local aviation 

authority to operate charter aircraft. This permits the operator to charter 
aircraft that it owns or manages while maintaining operational control of the 
flight at all times.

A line of business jets manufactured by Cessna, first introduced in 1972.

A popular line of avionics systems by Rockwell Collins.

A routine inspection of aircraft airworthiness focusing on the most vital 
engineering components of the aircraft, similar to a motor vehicle drive-train.

The deterioration of aircraft parts, due to chemical or electrochemical 
damage.

The aircraft compartment used by staff for breaks and sleeping.

CHARTER OPERATOR

CITATION 

COLLINS PRO LINE 
(Rockwell)

CORE ZONE INSPECTION 

CORROSION 

CREW REST
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CVRCVR
Cockpit Voice Recorder

A device used to record 
the audio environment in 
the flight deck of an 
aircraft. Recordings are 
used for the purpose of 
accident and incident 
investigations.
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The record of any previous damage to the aircraft, whether repaired or not. 
Damage history is a major consideration when buying or selling an aircraft, 
and can have a significant impact on its value.

An individual appointed, in accordance with FAA regulation, to examine, 
inspect and test aircraft, and certify their airworthiness. 

A French aircraft manufacturer of international military, regional and 
business jets.

The removal of snow, ice or frost from aircraft surfaces. In the case of aircraft 
surfaces, this often refers to the brakes. This is typically performed using a 
mixture of glycol and water that is heated and sprayed under pressure.

A degrading of composite materials and steel caused by repeated cyclic 
stresses, impact and so on, causing layers to separate and lose mechanical 
toughness. An air safety concern, particularly in relation to aircraft tail 
sections and windows. 

A demonstration of an aircraft’s capabilities for a prospective buyer or the 
media. The demonstration shows the aircraft flying characteristics, cabin 
interior and more.

The intended take-off time of an aircraft from its originating airfield.

An individual who holds an engineering degree or equivalent and is qualified 
and authorized to approve data used to make certain aircraft modifications 
or repairs.

The process of removing an aircraft’s registration status, typically to export 
the aircraft to another country.

An individual who assists in planning flight paths. This is done while consid-
ering aircraft performance and loading, weather, airspace restrictions and 
airport conditions, advising pilots if conditions change.

DAMAGE HISTORY

DAR
Designated airworthiness
representative

DASSAULT

DEICING 
(Brake deicing)

DELAMINATION 

DEMO FLIGHT 

DEPARTURE TIME 

DER 
Designated engineering represen-
tative 

DEREGISTRATION

DISPATCHER



T U
D A long sofa-style seating configuration that seats passengers together in a 

line, typically along the length of the cabin wall. Some divans are berthable 
into sleeping configurations.

An aircraft seating arrangement that typically positions passengers on 
business jets together in pairs of two facing seats.

A remote-controlled, pilotless, aerial vehicle.

A leasing arrangement whereby an aircraft financing entity provides an 
aircraft without crew, ground staff, etc.

A backed-up Flight Management System (FMS) that ensures momentary 
lapses in battery power will not erase pertinent flight information.

DIVAN 

DOUBLE CLUB CONFIGURATION

DRONE

DRY LEASE

Dual FMS
flight management systems
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A flight deck instrument display system that shows flight data in an electron-
ic format, rather than electromechanically. The number of tubes indicates 
the number of screens.

A system designed to alert pilots if their aircraft is in immediate danger of 
flying into the ground or an obstacle.

A braking system within which electronic control units and electrical wiring 
replace hydraulic lines and equipment. Electromechanical actuators replace 
hydraulic pistons. Suppression of the brake pedal sends information via 
computer to a control box. This control box converts these electrical signals 
into an electromechanical command to the brake components.

Flight control surfaces, usually at the rear of an aircraft, which control the 
aircraft's pitch, angle of attack and wing lift.

Emergency transmitters that are carried on board most general aviation 
aircraft in the U.S. In the event of an aircraft accident, these transmitters are 
designed to transmit a distress signal on VHF and UHF Guard frequencies 
121.5 and 243.0, respectively.

The third largest commercial aviation company in the world. Based in Brazil, 
Embraer produces commercial, military, executive and agricultural aircraft 
and provides aeronautical services.

The weight of the aircraft as provided by the manufacturer. This comprises 
the weight of all integral parts of the aircraft and does not include any 
additional configurations by the operator, passengers, baggage, or fuels and 
lubricants.

Programs of engine upkeep offered by major turbine engine manufacturers 
or third-party providers. These typically include comprehensive engine 
maintenance and overhaul coverage at a fixed price per hour.

EFIS  
Electronic flight 
instrument system

EGPWS 
Enhanced ground proximity 
warning system

ELECTRIC BRAKES

ELEVATOR

 
ELT 
Emergency locator transmitters

EMBRAER

EMPTY WEIGHT 

ENGINE MAINTENANCE 
PROGRAM
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E Aircraft financial company that works as a third party for the aircraft seller 

and buyer during a transaction. Funding is usually held by the escrow service 
until it receives the appropriate instructions or until obligations have been 
fulfilled.

An automated system used to determine the eligibility of visitors to travel to 
the United States under the Visa Waiver Program (VWP) and whether such 
travel poses any law enforcement or security risk.

A technology which incorporates information from aircraft-based sensors, 
such as infrared cameras, to provide vision in limited visibility environments. 
Like night vision systems found in military aircraft, some business jets have 
recently added capabilities to aircraft to enhance pilot situational awareness 
in poor visibility due to weather or haze and at night.

An aircraft whose full in-flight performance has not yet been tested. Typically, 
this implies that new aerospace technologies on the aircraft are in testing.

A document certifying that an aircraft meets a specific airworthiness 
standard before being exported to a foreign country.

The range of a flight, permitted by the FAA, in accordance with set regula-
tions and standard that allow an operator to fly aircraft more than 60 
minutes away from a suitable emergency airport. This range classification 
traditionally applied to twin-engine aircraft which were not typically permit-
ted to fly such distances, and now also applies to some four-engine aircraft.

Externally serviceable lavatories are typically found in super-mid-sized jets 
and larger. Unlike smaller plane lavatories, these do not require waste to be 
transported through the aircraft cabin when serviced.

ESCROW AGENT

ESTA  
Electronic System for 
Travel Authorization

EVS
Enhanced vision system

EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT

EXPORT CERTIFICATE OF AIRWOR-
THINESS

EXTENDED RANGE 

EXTERNALLY SERVICEABLE LAV
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The national authority with powers to regulate all aspects of civil aviation in 
the USA. These include the construction and operation of airports, air traffic 
management, the certification of personnel and aircraft and the protection 
of US assets during the launch or re-entry of commercial space vehicles.

An FAA form completed by the seller to formalize the sale of an aircraft. 

An individual or organization that is permitted to service aircraft technologies 
that are covered by manufacturer warranties.

A range of business jets provided by aircraft manufacturer Dassault. These 
range from the twin-engine large-cabin Falcon 2000S to the tri-engine 
ultra-long range Falcon 8X.

An avionics system which provides direct data-link communication between 
a pilot and air traffic controllers. These communications include air traffic 
control clearances, pilot requests and position reporting.

Rules prescribed by the FAA that regulate a wide variety of activities, from 
aircraft design and maintenance to kite flying. These regulations are 
enforced to promote flight safety.

An organization granted the right by an airport to operate at the airport and 
provide aeronautical support services.

An aircraft which flies using wings that generate lift using their own shape 
and the aircraft's forward airspeed.

A hinged surface on the trailing edge of an airplane wing, used to lower the 
speed at which the aircraft is flown and to increase the angle of descent for 
landing. Flaps increase drag and are retracted when not needed.

FAA
Federal Aviation Administration

FAA BILL OF SALE - FORM 8050-2

FACTORY-AUTHORIZED SERVICE 
CENTER

FALCON

FANS 
Future air navigation system

FAR 
Federal aviation regulations

FBO 
Fixed-base operator

FIXED WING AIRCRAFT

FLAPS



YW
F Also known as a black box. An electronic recording device carried in aircraft 

that facilitates the investigation of aviation accidents and incidents by 
preserving the recent history of flights. This is done by recording dozens of 
parameters several times per second.

A document filed by the pilot or flight dispatcher with the local civil aviation 
authority prior to departure. This document details the intended route or 
flight path, and can include information such as departure and arrival points, 
estimated time en-route and diversion airfields.

The theory, investigation and categorization of flight failures, and the preven-
tion of such failures through regulation, education and training. 

A global aviation software and data services company based in Houston, 
Texas.

Pontoons that are mounted under the fuselage of a seaplane to provide 
buoyancy.

An exemption to tax code whereby a purchaser is not liable for sales tax in 
the state where the transaction is closed. 

A specialized computer system that automates a wide variety of in-flight 
tasks and allows civilian aircraft to be operated without the need for flight 
engineers or navigators.

The FAA form that is used to document any major aircraft repair or alteration.

A restroom located near the front of an aircraft and used by its flight crew. 
Lav is used as an abbreviation for 'lavatory'.

The area, housing kitchen facilities, located toward the front of the aircraft.

A form of aircraft ownership in which several unrelated parties can share in 
and mitigate the associated financial risk. This can be done for strictly 
monetary reasons, but typically there is an element of shared personal access 
involved.

A brand of refrigerant replacement used in aircraft air conditioning.

The main body section of an aircraft that holds crew and passengers and/or 
cargo.

FLIGHT DATA RECORDER

FLIGHT PLAN

FLIGHT SAFETY

FLIGHTAWARE

FLOATS

FLY-AWAY EXEMPTION

FMS 
Flight management system

FORM 337

FORWARD CREW LAV

FORWARD GALLEY

FRACTIONAL OWNERSHIP

FREON AIR CONDITIONING

FUSELAGE
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All civil aviation operations other than scheduled commercial passenger and 
air transport flights. These flights range from gliders and powered para-
chutes to corporate business jet flights. Most air traffic falls into this category, 
and most airports serve general aviation exclusively.

A trade association that represents general aviation aircraft manufacturers 
and related businesses, predominantly in the United States.

A provider of broadband services for business aviation, allowing wireless 
devices to access internet services during flight.

A satellite-enabled system that provides GPS-equipped aircraft with 
real-time location information and allows them to be tracked and their 
information to be passed to operators on the ground.

A vehicle capable of providing power to an aircraft while on the ground.

A system designed to alert pilots if their aircraft is in immediate danger of 
flying into the ground or an obstacle. 

The delivery of an aircraft direct from the production line before the paint 
has been applied. Referred to as 'green' as the exterior color of the metallic 
coating is green.

The aircraft gross weight after any modifications. The gross weight, or all-up 
weight, is the total aircraft weight at any moment during the flight or ground 
operation. This will change during flight due to fuel and oil consumption, 
payload dropping or in-flight refueling.

An aircraft which is not permitted to fly. This happens when a problem has 
been identified which is serious enough to prevent flight until the problem 
has been rectified.

Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation is a designer, developer, manufacturer, 
and servicer of business jet aircraft. 

GA
General aviation

GAMA 
General Aviation Manufacturers 
Association

GOGO BIZ

GPS 
Global positioning system

GPU
Ground power unit

GPWS 
Ground proximity warning system

GREEN DELIVERY

GROSS WEIGHT MOD

GROUNDED

GULFSTREAM
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A not-for-profit professional trade association that provides membership and 
services to directly benefit the operations of helicopters and advance the civil 
helicopter industry. 

An area of land, water or a structure used for the landing and takeoff of 
helicopters.

The band of radio frequencies used for long-distance communication across 
intercontinental distances. 

Aircraft design which allows for carriage of a high proportion of passengers in 
relation to the size of the aircraft. Modifications to the aircraft design may be 
required to enable this configuration, such as the addition of emergency 
exits.

A set of flight procedures followed in order to delay aircraft that have arrived 
at their destination but cannot land yet because of traffic congestion, poor 
weather or runway unavailability.

Found at the rear of an aircraft fuselage, a fixed wing section designed to 
provide stability for the aircraft and maintain level flight.

A combination of high aerodrome altitude and high temperature which have 
a detrimental effect on aircraft performance.

The refueling of an aircraft while the engines are still running.

An inspection to certify that key engine components can generate accept-
able power for efficient and safe performance. This includes the turbine 
blades, temperature sensing system and compressor inlets. 

A transparent display that presents information directly in front of a pilot, 
with their head positioned "up" and looking forward, instead of angled down 
looking at lower instruments. 

A device for reducing noise from an aircraft engine to comply with 
aerodrome noise abatement procedures. Whilst typically found on older 
aircraft, small business jets and other aircraft too small to be fitted with 
quieter engines will be manufactured with hush kits installed.

Flight at speeds above Mach 5 within the atmosphere below 90km.

HAI
Helicopter Association Internation-
al

HELIPORT

HF 
High frequency

HIGH-DENSITY PAX 
CONFIGURATION

HOLDING PATTERN

HORIZONTAL STABILIZER

HOT AND HIGH

HOT REFUELING

HOT SECTION INSPECTION

HUD
Head-up display (or heads-up 
display)

HUSH KIT

HYPERSONIC FLIGHT

HELIPORT
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A specialized agency of the United Nations that codifies the principles and 
techniques of international air navigation, and fosters the planning and 
development of international air transport.

The formation of ice crystals on aircraft surfaces. Depending on the type and 
quantity of icing, flight can be impacted through increased drag, reduced 
aerodynamics and increased aircraft weight.

Flight under IFR relies on reference to instruments in the flight deck, and 
navigation is accomplished by reference to electronic signals, rather than 
visual references.

A ground-based radio-navigation system that communicates with an aircraft 
to enable it to make a precision approach to an airfield using distance, 
horizontal and vertical guidance.

A document completed when selling an aircraft internationally. This docu-
ment certifies conformation of the aircraft to the local aviation authority’s 
regulations and requirements of the country of import.

An occurrence, other than an accident, associated with the operation of an 
aircraft which affects, or could affect, the safety of operation.

A type of inertial sensor which uses gyroscopes and accelerometers to 
determine a moving aircraft’s change in rotational attitude and position over 
a period.

An electronic registry which provides for the electronic registration of air 
assets. Registration of air assets is best practice for owners, creditors, debtors, 
lessors, lessees, agents and others in protecting their financial interest in 
such an asset.

ICAO 
International Civil 
Aviation Organization

ICING

IFR 
Instrument flight rules

ILS 
Instrument landing system

IMPORT CERTIFICATE OF AIRWOR-
THINESS

INCIDENT

IRU
Inertial reference unit/
inertial reference system 

IR 
International Registry



JA type of aviation fuel designed for use in aircraft powered by gas-turbine 
engines.

A fast flowing, narrow, meandering air current found in the Earth’s atmo-
sphere.

The retractable walkway used to connect airport terminals with aircraft for 
passenger boarding.

A large provider of hourly-cost maintenance programs for corporate and 
private aircraft engines, APUs and airframes.

JET FUEL

JET STREAM

JETWAY

JSSI 
Jet Support Services, Inc.
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JET

Almost always fixed-wing, 
an aircraft powered by 
one or more jet engines, 
as opposed to propellers.



LJ More recently known as a ground-based augmentation system (GBAS), an 
all-weather aircraft landing system based on real-time differential correction 
of the GPS signal. The system provides a standard ILS-style display to use 
while flying a precision approach. 

The horizontal distance travelled by an aircraft, from passing the runway 
threshold at a height of 50 feet, to the point at which the aircraft comes to a 
complete stop.

The undercarriage of an aircraft that is used for either takeoff or landing. This 
comprises the wheels and their supporting mechanisms that also support 
the aircraft when it is not flying.

An inertial navigation system provided by Honeywell that uses digital ring 
laser gyros to calculate attitude, heading, angular rates, acceleration, vertical 
velocity 
and position.

An on-board washroom used by aircraft passengers and/or flight crew.

The forward-most part of the wing that first contacts the air, or of an airfoil 
section.

Very often used in commercial aviation, leaseback essentially allows aircraft 
operators to take back the cash invested in assets. Airlines, for example, sell 
aircraft and engines to lessors, banks or other financial institutions who, in 
turn, lease the assets back to them. Tax deductions can also be realized by 
the operator since the asset is no longer owned but leased. 

A small aircraft that is simple to fly and that meets regulations set by national 
aviation authorities restricting its weight and performance. 

Airport assistance provided by ground-based personnel who perform routine 
checks of the airfield and are responsible for guiding, towing, parking, 
greeting and organizing arriving and departing aircraft.

Used for the purchase of new and used aircraft, a letter of intent is used by a 
buyer to distinguish themselves as a serious buyer, and notifies the seller of 
their intent to purchase the aircraft.

LAAS
Local area augmentation system

LANDING DISTANCE

LANDING GEAR

LASEREF

LAVATORY

LEADING EDGE

LEASEBACK 

LIGHT SPORT AIRCRAFT

LINE SERVICE

LOI 
Letter of intent
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NLMThe scheduled and thorough inspection of an aircraft and its parts to certify 
its airworthiness.

An enterprise which offers a range of services for the ongoing operation of an 
aircraft. This can include finance, insurance, registry, maintenance, opera-
tions and more. Aircraft management companies will ensure that mainte-
nance programs are kept up to date, that records are kept safely and that 
aircrew are effectively validated.

The maximum aircraft weight at which its pilot can attempt to takeoff, due to 
restrictions relating to the aircraft, aerodrome, pilot rating or other factors.

A concept which relates to the components and build of the aircraft and its 
working parts.

The removal of an aircraft from active service and its protective storage.

The document used by manufacturers of aircraft, their engines or their 
components, to communicate details of a product improvement to aircraft 
operators. A mandatory service bulletin is issued when the manufacturer 
deems the modification to be safety-related as opposed to merely product 
improvement.

Engine maintenance program provided by Honeywell Aerospace.

First used in aviation, a small screen surrounded by multiple soft keys that 
can be used to display information to the user in numerous, configurable 
ways.

MPI
Major periodic inspection 

MANAGEMENT COMPANY

MAX TAKEOFF WEIGHT

MECHANICAL 

MOTHBALLED

MSB
Manufacturer’s service bulletin

MSP 
Maintenance service plan

MULTI-FUNCTION DISPLAY
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NOM An aerodynamic housing, separate from the fuselage, that holds engines, 
fuel 
or equipment on an aircraft.

The organization in charge of US science and technology developments in 
the fields of aviation and space exploration.

The public policy group that represents the interests of the general aviation 
business community before the Congress and federal, state and local 
government agencies. 

A nautical mile is a unit of measurement defined as 1,852 meters (approxi-
mately 6,076.1 feet or 1.1508 statute miles).

Radio equipment interrogated by aircraft for use in airborne navigation. This 
radio equipment can be used, for example, to quickly identify the aircraft’s 
range and bearing from a known ground-location, as with use of VOR/ILS 
equipment.

The association of US companies that rely on general aviation aircraft to help 
make their businesses more efficient, productive and successful. The associa-
tion organizes the NBAA Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition, the 
world's largest civil aviation trade show.

Next Generation Air Transportation System. An FAA program comprising a 
series of initiatives developed to modernize the US national airspace system.

A list created and maintained by the US federal government's Terrorist 
Screening Center (TSC) of people who are prohibited from boarding com-
mercial aircraft for travel within, into, or out of the United States.

Local rules put in place to avoid excessive aircraft noise within the vicinity of 
certain locations, such as residential areas. These procedures can include 
restrictions on the hours of airport operation or a limitation on aircraft 
performance.

A notice filed with an aviation authority to alert aircraft pilots and controllers 
of potential hazards along a flight route or at a location that could affect the 
safety of the flight.

An independent US Federal Government agency charged with determining 
the probable cause of transportation accidents, promoting transportation 
safety and assisting victims of transportation accidents and their families.

NACELLE

NASA 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration

NATA
National Air Transportation Associ-
ation

NAUTICAL MILE

NAVIGATION RADIOS

NBAA
National Business Aviation Associ-
ation

NEXT GEN

NO-FLY LIST

NOISE ABATEMENT RULES

NOTAM
Notice to airmen

NTSB 
National Transportation Safety 
Board
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NOA scheduled aircraft inspection, mandated by the FAA, that applies to all 
aircraft that carry any passengers for hire or are used by any person giving 
flight instruction for hire. This inspection is completed every 100 hours. These 
100 hours are reset on completion of an annual inspection.

Leases used by airlines and other aircraft operators in order to use aircraft 
owned by other individuals or organizations. Airlines lease aircraft from other 
airlines or leasing companies for two main reasons: to operate aircraft 
without the financial burden of buying them, and to provide a temporary 
increase in capacity.

As defined by the FAA, operational control, with respect to a flight, means 
the exercise of authority over its initiation, conduct or termination.

An aircraft operator is an organization which arranges and conducts the 
flight of an aircraft. In the example of commercial flight, the aircraft operator 
is the airline. For commercial operations of business aircraft, this is the 
company holding the Part-135 certificate or the air operating certificate 
(AOC).

To take apart a piece of machinery or equipment in order to examine it and 
repair it if necessary. In the case of aircraft engine overhaul, this concerns the 
complete dismantling, inspection, reparation and reassembling of the 
engine.

ONE-HUNDRED-HOUR 
INSPECTION

OPERATING LEASE

OPERATIONAL CONTROL

OPERATOR

OVERHAUL
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OPIn Europe and the US, Part 135 provides regulation on commuter and on-de-
mand operations, and is responsible for the development and maintenance 
of policy and guidance related to their certification.

In Europe and the US, Part 145 provides regulation for the aircraft mainte-
nance sector. It sets out the standards for the certification and operation of 
an aircraft maintenance organization such as a repair station, and its employ-
ees.

These are the regulations set out by the FAA that define the operation of 
small non-commercial aircraft within the US. However, many other countries 
defer to these rules. These rules set conditions, such as weather, under which 
the aircraft may operate.

Abbreviation for passengers. Those persons aboard an aircraft who do not 
form part of the flight crew.

The person aboard an aircraft who is ultimately responsible for its operation 
and safety during flight, typically the captain in commercial flight.
   
The aviation license that entitles the license holder to pilot an aircraft. This 
license can be specific to private, sport or commercial use.

A disc or short cylinder that moves up or down against a liquid or gas within 
a tube. This movement is used in an internal combustion engine to provide 
motion. Piston engine aircraft have one or more piston-powered engines 
connected to the propeller(s), which provide thrust to move the aircraft on 
the ground and through the air.

A pitot tube is an external pressure measurement instrument on an aircraft, 
used to measure its airspeed based on the air flow velocity.

A place where one may lawfully enter a country. It typically has a staff of 
people who check passports and visas and inspect luggage to assure that 
contraband is not imported. 

PART 135

PART 145

PART 91

PAX 

PIC
Pilot in command

PILOT LICENSE

PISTON

PITOT 

PORT OF ENTRY
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P A maintenance program, provided by Textron Aviation, that covers parts for 
line maintenance, scheduled and unscheduled engine events, all parts for 
hot section inspection (HSI) and overhaul.

An aircraft powerplant is an aircraft engine. It is made up of many compo-
nents, such as cylinders, pistons and fans, which help produce the energy 
needed to propel the aircraft. The powerplant may be a jet engine or a 
combination of propeller and engine.

An instrument approach and landing using information received on both the 
aircraft azimuth (position in relation to the runway centerline) and altitude 
(position in relation to the intended glideslope).

Cabin pressurization is a process in which conditioned air is pumped into the 
cabin of an aircraft to create a safe and comfortable environment for passen-
gers and crew flying at high altitudes.

A range of electronic flight instrument system (EFIS) glass cockpits manufac-
tured by Honeywell Aerospace.

The aviation equivalent of a driver's license that entitles the license holder to 
pilot an aircraft privately and with non-commercial passengers.

An aircraft parts program provided by Textron Aviation to cover parts and 
consumables required for line, scheduled and unscheduled maintenance. 
The Proparts program is funded through monthly payments based on 
reported flight hours.

A type of fan that transmits power by converting rotational motion into 
thrust. A pressure difference is produced between the forward and rear 
surfaces of the airfoil-shaped blades, and air is accelerated behind the blade.

POWER ADVANTAGE

POWERPLANT

PRECISION APPROACH

PRESSURIZATION

PRIMUS

PRIVATE PILOT LICENSE

PROPARTS

PROPELLER

P R I V A T E  A V I A T I O N  G L O S S A R Y 24



B
RThe system used for detecting the presence, direction, distance and speed of 

aircraft, ships and other objects. This is done by sending out pulses of radio 
waves which are reflected off the object back to the source. The returned 
pulses are then translated into a pictorial representation of the object's 
position and movement, based on the location from which, and the speed at 
which, the pulses are returned.

Aircraft modifications completed by Raisbeck Engineering, an aircraft 
modification provider based in Seattle, Washington.

Ramp checks are completed to ensure flight operations are being conducted 
safely and in accordance with regulations. A typical ramp check involves the 
inspection of documentation, preparation for flight and the aircraft. It can 
refer to the surveillance of an airman, operator or air agency during opera-
tions at an airport or heliport.

The identification number allocated to an aircraft upon registration, in 
accordance with the Convention on International Civil Aviation (also known 
as the Chicago Convention). The Chicago Convention stipulates that all civil 
aircraft must be registered with a national aviation authority (NAA) using 
procedures set by the relevant country. The NAA allocates a unique alphanu-
meric string to identify the aircraft which also indicates the aircraft nationali-
ty and provides a legal document called a ‘Certificate of Registration’. The 
registration number must be displayed prominently on the aircraft.

A maintenance facility that has been certified by the local aviation authority 
to engage in the maintenance, preventative maintenance, inspection and 
alteration of aircraft.

To reduce drag in flight, some undercarriages or 'landing gears' retract into 
the wings and/or fuselage with wheels flush against the surface or concealed 
behind doors. If the wheels rest protruding and partially exposed to the 
airstream after being retracted, the system is called semi-retractable.

A strip of hard ground designed and maintained for the takeoff and landing 
of aircraft.

The reduction of the required vertical space between aircraft when between 
flight levels 290 and 410. RVSM reduces the required separation from 2,000 
feet to 1,000 feet. RVSM was implemented to increase airspace capacity and 
access to more fuel-efficient flight levels.

RADAR

RAISBECK MODS

RAMP CHECK

REGISTRATION NUMBER

REPAIR STATION

RETRACTABLE LANDING GEAR

RUNWAY

RVSM 
Reduced vertical separation 
minimum
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C
Scheduled maintenance is periodic inspection and updates that must be 
done on all commercial/civil aircraft after a certain amount of time or usage.

A ground-based operative who coordinates aircraft schedules according to 
crew availability, mechanical requirements, weather, customs requests and 
government regulations.

The aircraft manufacturer serial number, or 'MSN' (also known as ‘construc-
tion number’ or 'CN') is allocated by the manufacturer to identify individual 
airframes and uniquely designate aircraft on their airworthiness certificate.

Provided by aviation manufacturers to notify the industry when conditions 
within their products need to be addressed.  Most manufactures have more 
than one level of seriousness or urgency associated with their bulletins, and 
these can be labeled as 'informational', 'recommended', or 'mandatory'. If a 
manufacturer states that a bulletin is mandatory, they want aircraft operators 
to comply with it. There might be some warranty issues attached to compli-
ance/non-compliance, but a 'mandatory bulletin' does not mean that compli-
ance is required to maintain a valid airworthiness certificate. 'Recommended 
bulletins' simply notify of suggested amendments from the manufacturer, 
and 'informational bulletins' often come with no recommendation.

Often interchanged with 'absolute ceiling', this is the altitude at which the 
aircraft is unable to climb at a rate greater than 100 feet per minute. The 
aircraft subsequently reaches its true 'absolute ceiling' at the highest altitude 
at which it can sustain level flight, or the altitude at which the thrust of the 
engines at full power is equal to the total drag at minimum drag speed.

Centers that deliver aircraft services on behalf of aircraft maintenance 
providers and manufacturers. These services include phase maintenance, 
repairs, service bulletins, modifications, inspections and warranty work.

Co-pilot who assumes command of the aircraft if the PIC or captain is 
incapacitated. 

SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE

SCHEDULER 

SERIAL NUMBER

SERVICE BULLETINS 
(mandatory, recommended, 
informational)

SERVICE CEILING

SERVICE CENTER

SIC 
Second in command
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Aircraft modifications completed by Sierra Industries, an aircraft modification 
and maintenance provider based in Uvalde, Texas.

A private operator that carries a visa waiver program (VWP), allowing eligible 
international visitors, authorized by the Electronic System for Travel Authori-
zation (ESTA), to travel to the United States under Part 135 operations.

The ability to identify, process and comprehend the critical elements of 
information about what is happening around you. From the pilot's perspec-
tive, this involves the processing of information from cockpit-based instru-
ments, pilot look-out and information received from Air Traffic Control.

The outermost surface of an aircraft that covers much of its wings and 
fuselage. The aircraft skin protects the mechanical parts of the aircraft as it 
absorbs all or most of the stresses to which the aircraft body is subjected.

A cost-per-flight-hour plan provided by Bombardier which provides cost 
protection against unexpected parts expenses. The program helps predict 
aircraft maintenance costs and aircraft replacement parts costs.

A system which sets out organizational safety policy and plans and imple-
ments safety management procedures designed to mitigate and contain 
risk in the organization's operations. The ICAO Standards and Recommend-
ed Practices (SARPS) of the Chicago Convention recommend the implemen-
tation of a safety management system by aircraft operators, aircraft mainte-
nance organizations, air navigation service providers, airport operators, 
training organizations and aircraft manufacturers.

The condition within which the aircraft angle of attack increases beyond a 
certain point such that lift begins to decrease. A stall is what happens when 
an aerofoil cannot make enough lift to keep the aircraft in level flight. Stalling 
is risky and can be dangerous during low-level flying.

The computer-mediated reality provided to pilots by a synthetic vision 
system. This comprises a 3D representation of their flying environment based 
on multiple databases for terrain, obstacles, geo-political, and hydrological 
factors. (See 'Synthetic Vision System')

Also known as 'SVS', a computer-mediated reality system for aircraft that 
provide pilots with a 3D representation of their flying environment. Synthetic 
vision provides situational awareness to the pilot through use of multiple 
databases for terrain, obstacles, geo-political and hydrological factors. A 
typical SVS application uses a set of databases stored on board the aircraft, 
an image generator computer and a display. 

SIERRA MODS

SIGNATORY CARRIER

SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

SKIN

SMART PARTS AIRFRAME
PROGRAM

SMS 
Safety management system

STALL

SYNTHETIC VISION

SYNTHETIC VISION SYSTEM
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An aircraft tail configuration in which the tail is mounted to the top of the fin. 
The arrangement looks like the capital letter T. The T-tail differs from the 
standard configuration in which the tail is mounted to the fuselage at the 
base of the fin.

An identification number painted on an aircraft, frequently on the tail. 
Typically, tail numbers on civilian aircraft represent the aircraft registration 
number and on military aircraft represent the aircraft serial number.

The distance taken from starting a takeoff run to reaching a set height 
(typically 50ft) above the ground. This distance includes the distance 
travelled on the ground and the distance travelled while airborne before 
reaching the specified height.

Engine maintenance program provided by Williams International for their 
FJ44 engines.

A term introduced by the FAA for all systems used to prevent 'controlled 
flight into terrain' accidents, provided they meet the relevant FAA standards. 
The systems in current use are known as 'ground proximity warning system’ 
and 'enhanced GPWS'.

The path used by aircraft at an airport to travel to and from a runway. This 
connects runways with aprons, hangars, terminals and other facilities. Most 
taxiways have a hard surface such as asphalt or concrete, although smaller 
general aviation airports sometimes use gravel or grass.

An aircraft collision avoidance system designed to reduce the incidence of 
mid-air collisions between aircraft. It monitors the airspace around an aircraft 
for other aircraft equipped with a corresponding active transponder and 
warns pilots of the presence of other transponder-equipped aircraft which 
may present a threat of mid-air collision. It warns the pilot that another 
aircraft is in the near vicinity, announcing "Traffic, traffic," but does not offer 
any suggested remedy; it is up to the pilot to decide what to do, usually with 
the assistance of Air Traffic Control. 

T-TAIL

TAIL NUMBER

TAKEOFF DISTANCE

TAP 
Total Assurance Program

TAWS
Terrain awareness and warning 
system

TAXIWAY

TCAS 
Traffic collision avoidance system
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The International Civil Aviation Organization mandates that all aircraft with 
more than 30 passengers are fitted with TCAS II.  In addition to the function-
ality provided by TCAS I (see 'TCAS'), it also offers the pilot direct, vocalized 
instructions to avoid danger such as "Descend, descend," "Climb, climb," or 
"adjust vertical speed, adjust".

A type of notice to airmen (NOTAM). Effectively a memo, sent out to all pilots 
and controllers, that defines an area of restricted air travel due to a hazardous 
condition, a special event or a general warning for the entire FAA airspace.

Also known as the 'thrust lever' or 'power lever', this is found in the cockpit of 
aircraft and is used by the pilot, copilot or autopilot to control the thrust 
output of the aircraft's engines.

The mechanism used to temporarily divert an aircraft engine's exhaust so 
that it is directed forward, rather than backwards. Reverse thrust acts against 
the forward travel of the aircraft, providing deceleration. This can be useful to 
take the strain off brakes and spoilers, or if weather conditions make the 
runway slippery.

Also known as wing tip tanks, these are fuel tanks that are found at the end 
of the aircraft wings. These can also act as winglets and distribute weight 
more evenly across the wing spar.

A piece of equipment in the cockpit which assists in the identification of 
aircraft by Air Traffic Control through use of secondary surveillance radar. For 
aircraft equipped with a transponder, controllers can use the information it 
transmits to identify the aircraft and to view its altitude to maintain separa-
tion with others.

An agency of the US Department of Homeland Security that has authority 
over the security of the traveling public in the United States. Chiefly 
concerned with air travel, the TSA employs screening officers in airports, 
armed Federal Air Marshals on planes and mobile teams of dog handlers.

'Overhaul' refers to the removal, disassembling, cleaning, inspection, repara-
tion as necessary and testing of an aircraft’s engine(s). Since overhauling 
needs the engine to be taken apart, it is typically expensive. The value of a 
used engine decreases if it is close to needing an overhaul, so used engines 
(and aircraft) typically list their time since overhaul, or TSOH.

A turbomachine with at least one moving part called a rotor assembly, which 
is a shaft or drum with blades attached. Moving fluid acts on the blades so 
that they move and impart rotational energy to the rotor. Turbines are used 
in turboprop and turbojet aircraft alike.

A turboprop engine is a turbine engine (see 'Turbine') that drives an aircraft 
propeller. Air is drawn in, compressed and fuel is added. The fuel-air mixture 
combusts and hot gases expand through the turbine, driving the propeller. 
In contrast to a turbojet, the engine's exhaust gases do not contain enough 
energy to create significant thrust, since almost all the engine's power is 
used to drive the propeller. 

A type certificate is issued to signify the airworthiness of an aircraft manufac-
turing design or 'type'. The certificate is issued by a regulating body and once 
issued, the design cannot be changed.

TCAS II

TFR 
Temporary flight restriction

THROTTLE

THRUST REVERSERS

TIP TANKS 

TRANSPONDER

TSA
Transportation Security Adminis-
tration

TSOH
Time since overhaul

TURBINE

TURBOPROP

TYPE CERTIFICATE
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The largest federal law enforcement agency of the United States Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. The CBP is charged with regulating and facilitat-
ing international trade, collecting import duties and enforcing U.S. regula-
tions, including trade, customs and immigration.

Also known as an unmanned aerial vehicle, an aircraft which is not operated 
from the air. It is flown under remote control by a human operator on the 
ground, or fully or intermittently autonomously by onboard computers.

Also known as an unmanned aircraft system, an aircraft which is not operat-
ed from the air. It is flown under remote control by a human operator on the 
ground, or fully or intermittently autonomously by onboard computers.

Ultralight aviation is the flying of lightweight, one- or two-seat fixed-wing 
aircraft. This includes aircraft such as microlights and hang-gliders.

Work completed to maintain the airworthiness of an aircraft which was not 
foreseen in its maintenance schedule. This involves fixing any component of 
the aircraft should it become out of order or broken.

U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER 
PATROL 
CBP

UAS 
Unmanned aircraft system

UAV 
Unmanned aerial vehicle

ULTRALIGHT

UNSCHEDULED MAINTENANCE
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Aircraft value reference publication.

Sometimes called a butterfly tail, a V-tail is an unconventional tail arrange-
ment that replaces the traditional fin and horizontal surfaces with two 
surfaces set in a V-shaped configuration when viewed from the front or rear 
of the aircraft. 

The vertical stabilizers of an aircraft are typically found on the aft end of the 
fuselage and are intended to reduce aerodynamic side slip and provide 
direction stability. Aircraft vertical stabilizers tend to point upward, which has 
two major benefits: it prevents aircraft overspeed through drag and when 
the aircraft banks, the stabilizer produces lift to counter the banking 
moment and keep the aircraft upright.

Flight under VFR is conducted in weather conditions generally clear enough 
to allow the pilot to see where the aircraft is going. As such, reliance on 
instrument aids is not required.

Administered by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) in consulta-
tion with the State Department, permits citizens of 38 countries to travel to 
the United States for business or tourism for stays of up to 90 days without a 
visa. In return, those 38 countries must permit US citizens and nationals to 
travel to their countries for a similar length of time without a visa for business 
or tourism purposes.

V-REF

V-TAIL

VERTICAL STABILIZER

VFR
Visual flight rules

VWP 
Visa waiver program
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An air navigation aid developed by the FAA to augment GPS, with the goal of 
improving its accuracy, integrity and availability. WAAS uses a network of 
ground-based reference stations to measure small variations in the GPS 
satellites' signals and calculate the necessary corrections. WAAS-enabled 
GPS receivers use the corrections while computing their positions to improve 
accuracy.

All aircraft have permitted weights for the performance of specific functions, 
e.g. parking, taxi, takeoff and landing. Weight must also be correctly distrib-
uted to ensure the aircraft center of gravity is within set parameters. When 
the weight and center of gravity are within their allowable limits and will 
remain so for the duration of the flight, the aircraft is said to be within its 
'weight and balance'.

Fuel tanks which are housed within the aircraft wing lockers - areas of 
external storage within the wing typically used for transportation of cargo, 
luggage and sports equipment.

Wingtip sections that typically flick upward. The use of winglets is intended 
to improve the efficiency of fixed-wing aircraft. Although they may not look 
the same, winglets all work in the same basic way to reduce drag by lowering 
the energy lost in the wingtip vortex.

Illustrations of the electrical wiring within an aircraft. These illustrations 
provide aircraft maintenance teams with a precise representation of the 
aircraft's wiring system to assist them with any work conducted on the 
aircraft. When an aircraft’s electrical system is modified, updated diagrams 
must be created and distributed.

The extent of servicing or reparation work to be undertaken on an aircraft 
during either routine or unplanned maintenance.

Wyvern is an independent company that ensures aircraft operators are 
applying best practices in accordance with industry regulation. Wyvern 
conducts third-party audits to certify aircraft safety. At its highest level of 
rating, Wyvern offers the Wingman certification. If an aircraft operator is 
Wyman Wingman certified, their standards of safety and quality are high.

WAAS 
Wide area augmentation system

WEIGHTS AND BALANCES

WING LOCKER FUEL TANKS

WINGLETS

WIRING DIAGRAMS

WORK SCOPE

WYVERN
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Alternatively known as a ‘control wheel’, the yoke is a device used by pilots to 
control some fixed-wing aircraft. The yoke controls the attitude of the plane, 
usually in both pitch and roll. When the yoke is pulled back, the nose of the 
aircraft rises. When the yoke is pushed forward, the nose is lowered. When 
the yoke is turned left, the plane rolls to the left, and when it is turned to the 
right, the plane rolls to the right.

YOKE
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